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Restoring the Ridley

In last year’s newsletter, an article about 
Ridley Brook after Irene stated: “Now, it is 
time to step back, assess the current state of 
our properties and determine what actions that 
the Land Trust should take to restore the 
integrity of the properties and brook consistent 
with the properties’ conservation values.”  This 
year, a group of hardy volunteers worked, 
sometimes in inclement weather over three 
Saturdays, to restore the brook bank along 
DLT property on the Camel’s Hump Road.

The planting project began with a casual conversation outside a small village grocery store between 
DLT Chair, Alan Quackenbush and former Board member John Shane.  John inquired about doing some 
post-Irene restoration and offered to provide funding for the endeavor.  The result -- 160 shrubs and trees 
planted on a section of Ridley Brook.  

Nineteen Duxbury residents with the assistance of Ann Smith, Executive Director of the Friends of the 
Winooski River, worked diligently to plant the trees and shrubs on the steep, rocky, and bare slope.  Lars 
Dickson helped coordinate the project with Alan.  After three Saturdays of hard work, one in the spring 
and two this fall, a clear-cut has been transformed into a hillside with a good start for becoming forested 
once again.  Besides restoring the land to its previous natural beauty, the conservation effort will help 
stabilize the bank, prevent erosion, and after many years, provide shade to the brook.

DLT’s New Walking Path

Last Spring, the Duxbury Land Trust Board worked with Duxbury Forester, Grahm Leitner, to create a 
primitive walking path through 18 acres of DLT land along the Ridley Brook.  

The trail starts at the corner of Scrabble and Camel’s Hump Roads and winds its way for 0.4 of a mile 
along the brook.  Among its natural features are large swaths of indigenous plants and northern forest 
tree species.  There are also impressive cliffs, a tributary waterfall, and a small swimming hole.  Walkers 
can enjoy the brook, which, although much changed after Irene, is still beautiful and still boasts a 
balancing rock.  

The new trail offers the community another recreational option and is in keeping with the DLT’s effort 
to conserve public access.  In addition to walking, other daytime pursuits like fishing, swimming, and 
hunting are welcome.  The Select Board has recently approved two parking spaces, at the far left section 
of the bus turnaround, at the bottom of Scrabble Hill for the DLT trail.  Parking signs will be posted in 
the not-too-distant future.  Follow the blue blazes and enjoy! 
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Green Up Day in Duxbury
2012 was a banner year for Duxbury Green 
Up.  Approximately sixty-four volunteers, 
including Central Vermont Trout Unlimited 
members, collected nearly one ton of trash.  It 
was great to see parents out with their kids, 
starting them on the path to environmental 
stewardship.  
Special thanks to Adam Magee who 
transported all that trash to the Landfill.  Many 
thanks also to Town Clerk Ken Scott and Leo 
and Denise at the Duxbury Country Store for 
distributing bags.
Volunteers are always welcome to work on 
their own roads or in especially challenging 
areas.  Those interested can sign up by 
contacting the Green Up Coordinators: Vince 
Franke: vince@peregrineproductions.com and 
Audrey Quackenbush: 
audreyq@myfairpoint.net.  Green Up Day is 
always the first Saturday in May!
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The Duxbury Land Trust depends on its members for 
the energy and resources required for innovative and 
responsible land stewardship. Your membership helps 
make possible land acquisitions, easement negotiation 
and stewardship, and communication and outreach 
efforts. We would love to have you to join us. Send 
your tax deductible donation to Duxbury Land Trust, 
PO Box 56, Waterbury, VT 05676. For more 
information, call a Trustee or visit our website: 
www.duxburylandtrust.org

Membership:

Member    $15 
Family Membership  $30 
Supporting Member  $30 
Contributing Member  $50 
Sustaining Member   $100

2012/ 2013 Board of Trustees

Brenda Clarkson   496-7094  Vince Franke  244-7698
Catherine Gjessing   244-4952  Garett MacCurtain  244-7788
Alan Quackenbush   244-7512  Rose Comyns   244-0904
Audrey Quackenbush  244-7512  Winston Rost  244-1265
Jim McCarthy   244-4952

Duxbury 250 Anniversary Celebration Photo Contest

In conjunction with the Duxbury Historical Society, the Duxbury Land Trust (DLT) is sponsoring a 
photo contest to honor Duxbury’s 250th anniversary.  The contest will run from December 2012 
until December 1, 2013.  Winners will be announced at the end of December 2013 or early January 
2014.

All amateur photographers, including Duxbury and non-Duxbury residents, are welcome to enter.  
There are two categories:  youth (17 years and younger) and adults.   Photos are to be taken within 
the Duxbury town boundaries.  Subjects can be any of the following:  celebrating community; 
appreciating the outdoors; natural areas; wildlife; historic sites; and older buildings.  Submit one 
digital photo in JPEG or TIFF format to Vince Franke:  vince@peregrineproductions.com by 
December 1, 2013.

Go to www.duxburylandtrust.org for contest rules.  You can also email Audrey Quackenbush:  
audreyq@myfairpoint.net, or call Audrey at 244-7512.
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