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Exciting New DLT Conservation Project
The Duxbury Land Trust is embarking on its seventh
conservation project: acquiring 66 acres of
undeveloped land along Ridley Brook, Camel's Hump
Road, and adjacent to Camel's Hump State Park.
In 2020, a Duxbury property owner approached a DLT
Trustee about conserving his land. The DLT will buy the
property with a conservation easement and transfer it
to the state as an addition to the Camel’s Hump State
Park. The land will be conserved with an easement
stipulating the permitted and prohibited uses and be
monitored by an authorized conservation organization.
The land will remain undeveloped with an emphasis on
low-intensity public recreation including swimming,
ﬁshing, hunting, and hiking. Approved forestry
practices in accordance with a forest management plan
will be allowed.
Historically the land was occupied by Samuel Ridley’s
Hotel and a sawmill (with remnants of the stone
foundation). Later, a dance hall occupied the parcel.
Another area was the former site of the North Duxbury
A favorite ﬁshing spot on the Hanley property.
baseball ﬁeld. Yes...North Duxbury had a baseball
Image courtesy of Janet Bisbee.
team!
The success of this project depends on obtaining funds through grants and fundraising. If you
would like to contribute, please send a tax-deductible donation to Duxbury Land Trust, PO Box
56, Waterbury, VT 05676. You can contribute online through PayPal: duxburylandtrust.org. For
more information: Alan Quackenbush, aquackenbush@gmail.com (244-7512) or Dan Cardozo,
danforthcardozo@gmail.com (244-5895).

Foraging for Art with the DLT
In October, DLT members gathered by the Ridley Brook swimming hole to try out foraged art
with Rachel Mirus, a Duxbury teaching artist. She has explored local plants, fungi, and animals
for use as art materials. She brought a selection of DIY materials, including berry and lichen
inks, birch bark and wasp paper, and feather quill pens.
Rachel explained a few basic techniques for making art materials from nature.
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Many botanical inks can be made from a boiling water
extraction, which she demonstrated with wild grape skins from
along Scrabble Hill Road. Lichen inks require patience, so
Rachel introduced only the beginning steps using rock tripe
collected from beneath a Bolton rock climbing crag, showing
participants how to break it into tiny pieces and soak it in
ammonia. Later steps require adding water and stirring
regularly for three months. Lastly, she demonstrated a basic
quill pen design, using feathers from the family chickens.
After making the materials comes the fun part: making art!
Every participant had a diﬀerent idea, from elegant script to a Example artworks from foraged
materials. Image courtesy of Rachel
Halloween theme. What would YOU make??
Mirus.

Honeywilya Fish is the DLT's First Business Sponsor
Honeywilya Fish joined DLT in 2021 as our ﬁrst business sponsor. A unique Duxbury business
with a strong environmental stewardship ethic, Honeywilya Fish is the husband-and-wife team
of Lynn and Maria Steyaart. Lynn ﬁshes for salmon in Alaska during the spring and summer
and Maria manages marketing and selling to local grocers, restaurants, and farmers’ markets.
In support of the DLT’s work, Lynn and Maria stated, “During our years living in Alaska, Maria
worked for the Forest Service as a Wilderness ranger in congressionally designated areas, and
we strongly believe that areas need to be set aside from development or alteration for nature
to thrive as a whole. We are both concerned about water quality and the health of the
environment, both in Vermont and in Alaska. Lynn's ﬁshing profession relies on a healthy,
diverse ecosystem. Having a local organization that conserves land for plants, animals, and
humans to enjoy for future generations is something Maria and I whole-heartedly support."
Honeywilya Fish sells hook and line, responsibly caught Alaska king and
coho salmon, halibut, and lingcod, as well as smoked salmon and
salmon pet treats directly from Lynn Steyaart, the ﬁsher who catches it.
Join the many folks in Vermont by purchasing a seasonal seafood share
or choose from individual ﬁllets at several Vermont farmers' markets
attended by Lynn's wife, Maria, throughout the year.

Trustee Proﬁle: Janet Bisbee, South Duxbury
Janet Bisbee is the newest DLT board member and has assumed a critical project. While Janet
did not grow up in Vermont, her heritage goes back many generations in the Mad River Valley.
When she decided to relocate to Vermont, she chose Duxbury, purchasing the former Eleanor
and Fred Pratt homestead in South Duxbury. She became involved in the community soon
after, joining the Land Trust.
She assumed management of the website and, using her many years of organizational
development experience, began helping the DLT reinvigorate
and plan for the future. She has
initiated a strategic process that will culminate in a planning retreat to identify mission-based
long-range goals. The board commends Janet for her diligent eﬀort and thanks her for being
such a valuable member of our team.

Business Sponsorships
For $50 per year sponsoring businesses will be identiﬁed on the DLT website with a link to the
business website. For more information: Audrey Quackenbush, audreyq@myfairpoint.net or
244-7512. The DLT reserves the right to select appropriate businesses.
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